SAFE CUSTODY
either Hubert or I. In the third, he had stolen
from us the very equipment we needed to bring
him down.
It was this last consideration which troubled us
most: indeed, it seemed that, except for our fifty
pounds, we had only our wits and our hands upon
which to rely. The name and address of the agent
who was to have paid us such money as we required,
were with the rest of our papers in Harris* hands:
but in any event we had no passports to show him,
and though we could write to London to stop our
letters and cheques, unless we returned to England,
we could do nothing more without arousing sus-
picions which must recoil upon us. At our first attempt
to get money, inquiries were sure to be made, and, if
Harris had altered our passports to suit himself,
we should appear the impostors and might come under
arrest.
" In fact," said Hubert, " we're not so much
treading thin ice as wading in slime. Whatever we
touch we shall foul, so we'd better touch as little as
ever we can. We'll stop all letters and cheques, and
leave it there. That'll embarrass Harris and won't
harm *ds. And if we begin to run short before we've
got Harris down, you or I will have to go back to
England to raise the wind."
" And clothes ? " said I, wriggling. " We can't go
on like this."
" We must get some shirts and socks at the nearest
town. One suit's enough for an outcast. What
worries me is transport. Hohenems is our loadstone,
but we can't camp under its walls. The presence of
strangers would be reported at once."
This was common sense. Before we could think of
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